
PLAGIARISM 
According to the Merriam-Webster 

Online Dictionary, to "plagiarize" 
means 

    *to steal and pass off (the ideas or 
words of another) as one's own  

    *to use (another's production) without 
crediting the source  

    *to commit literary theft  
    *to present as new and original an idea 

or product derived from an existing 
source.  

 
In other words, plagiarism is an act of 

fraud. It involves both stealing 
someone else's work and lying about it 
afterward.  



Pop Quiz: Which statements 
represents plagiarism 

1.  Copying from someone during a Biology test. 
2.  Recycling & re-using your older sister’s project (saves paper, right?). 
3.  Using ideas, but not direct quotations, from SparkNotes. 
4.  Turning in the same paper as your friend for History. 
5.  Cutting and pasting a sentence from a website and then changing 

some of the words using the Thesaurus. 
6.  Using an image you found online in your presentation. 
7.  Drawing or painting a picture found online. 
8.  Letting my friend copy your homework. 
9.  Using a quote from the book in your benchmark project paper, with a 

parenthetical citation, but forgetting to put quotation marks around it. 
10.  Putting “the sun is bright and hot” in your paper and not citing that 

fact. 



What can happen 



Other Examples 

n  Damaged the reputation of University of North Carolina star football 
player. 

n  http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/ncaaf-dr-saturday/unc-erik-highsmith-caught-
plagiarizing-11-olds-011818599--ncaaf.html 

n  CNN reporter Fareed Zakaria and Fox News pundant Juan Williams both 
were caught and had to publically apologized for plagiarism. 

n  Kaavya Viswanathan’s first novel, and book deal was subsequently 
withdrawn after it was discovered she had plagiarized at least five other 
books. 

 



Brenda’s Blunder 
Assignment: To write a paper over World War II 

Problem: No time 

 Too Lazy 

 No Ethics 

Solution: Copy and Paste 

 Term Paper Mills 

 Get someone else to do it for me 



Brenda Googles 



Brenda copies and paste large parts 
into the document.  



Brenda adds fluff and a fake citation 
to pretend the work is her own. 



Brenda is a CyberCheat 

n  Problems that Brenda finds out later….. 
n  Teacher knows Google www.google.com 

n  Teacher knows Paper Mills 
     http://www.realpapers.com/ 

   http://www.cyberessays.com/ 
   http://www.chuckiii.com/ 
   http://www.bignerds.com/ 
   http://www.netessays.net/  

n  Teacher knows Brenda 
n  Teacher knows Grading 



What’s So Wrong with 
Plagiarism? 

n  What if: 
n  Your architect cheated his way through math class.  Will 

your new home be safe? 
n  Your lawyer paid for a copy of the bar exam to study.  

Will the contract she wrote for you stand up in court? 
n  The accountant who does your taxes hired someone to 

write his papers and paid a stand-in to take his major 
tests? Does he know enough to complete your tax forms 
properly? 

n  You’ve had someone else write all of your papers but 
now need to take the ACT to get in college. 

n  (Lathrop and Foss 87) 



Guidelines for Avoiding 
Plagiarism  

Use your own words and ideas. 
 Give credit for copied, adapted, or  

paraphrased material. 
 

Avoid using others' work with minor  
"cosmetic" changes.  

 
There are no "freebies."  

 
 “Common knowledge” is okay. 



Paraphrasing 

Paraphrasing means rephrasing the words of an author, 
putting his/her thoughts in your own words. When 
you paraphrase, you rework the source’s ideas, 
words, phrases, and sentence structures with your 
own. Like quotations, paraphrased material must be 
followed with in-text documentation and cited on 
your Works-Cited page.  

 
Paraphrase when: 
n  You plan to use information on your note cards and wish to 

avoid plagiarizing  
n  You want to avoid overusing quotations 
n  You want to use your own voice to present information 

      Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 



Quoting 
Quotations are the exact words of an author, copied 

directly from a source, word for word. Quotations 
must be cited!  

 
Use quotations when: 
n  You want to add the power of an author’s words to support 

your argument 
n  You want to disagree with an author’s argument 
n  You want to highlight particularly eloquent or powerful 

phrases or passages 
n  You are comparing and contrasting specific points of view 
n  You want to note the important research that precedes your 

own     
    Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 



Summarizing 
n  Summarizing involves putting the main idea(s) of 

one or several writers into your own words, 
including only the main point(s). Summaries are 
significantly shorter than the original and take a 
broad overview of the source material. Again, it is 
necessary to attribute summarized ideas to their 
original sources.  

 
Summarize when:  

n  You want to establish background or offer an overview of a topic 
n  You want to describe knowledge (from several sources) about a 

topic 
n  You want to determine the main ideas of a single source 

      Carol Rohrbach and Joyce Valenza 



As you take notes: 
n  Include any direct quotes or unique 

phrases in quotation marks or mark with a 
big Q and make sure the speaker’s /
writer’s name is identified. 

n  Make sure you note a paraphrase with the 
writer’s name and mark it with a big P 

n  Include page numbers and source 
references so you can go back and check 
for accuracy as you write. 
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